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Caterpillar Celebrates 80th Anniversary of New York Stock Exchange 

Listing; Chairman and CEO Jim Owens to Ring Opening Bell     
  

PEORIA, Ill. – To mark the 80th anniversary of Caterpillar Inc. (NYSE: CAT) 

being publicly traded on the world’s foremost securities marketplace, Chairman and CEO 

Jim Owens will be ringing the opening bell today on the New York Stock Exchange 

(NYSE).  The NYSE is considered the world’s foremost securities marketplace, and 

Caterpillar is among the two percent of companies that have been listed on the NYSE for 

more than 80 years.  

“For decades, our customers have counted on Caterpillar products to help them 

achieve success in their businesses,” Owens said.  “Caterpillar has also forged a strong 

reputation with stockholders for performance and financial strength in both good times 

and challenging environments such as those facing the global economy during the last 

year.”   

“We have made dividend payments to our stockholders for 305 consecutive quarters, 

starting in November 1933, and to celebrate 80 years as a listed company on the NYSE is 

a mark few companies achieve, and it is a tribute to Team Caterpillar,” Owens said. 

Caterpillar is also giving traders and others in New York the opportunity to get an up- 

close look at some Caterpillar machines.  The company has a display in front of the 
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NYSE that includes a mini hydraulic excavator and a multi terrain loader.  Both machines 

are utilized by Caterpillar customers in a wide range of applications, including urban 

environments where their smaller size and flexibility makes them ideally suited for 

construction and other work.  The No. 31 Chevrolet driven by Jeff Burton during the 

2009 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series season is also part of the display.  

 A New York Stock Exchange listing is a globally recognized signal of strength 

and leadership.  The NYSE list includes a cross-section of companies who’ve met the 

NYSE’s stringent requirements including income, market capitalization, cash flow and 

ethical practices.  

 
Caterpillar Inc. - 80 Years on the New York Stock Exchange 

• The company listed on December 2, 1929, under the name Caterpillar Tractor 
Company.  In 1986, it was changed to Caterpillar Inc., and in May 1991, 
Caterpillar became one of 30 companies in the Dow Jones Industrial Average. 

 
•  Caterpillar sales for 1929 were $51.8 million and profit was $11.6 million.  
 
• An investor buying one share of Caterpillar Tractor Company at $56.25 in 1929, 

would have an investment worth $20,320.12* today accounting for the 10 stock 
splits over the past 80 years. (*As calculated at close Dec. 2, 2009.)   

 
• Since Caterpillar listed in 1929, total stockholder return (stock appreciation plus 

dividends) is more than 36,000 percent.   
 

• Caterpillar’s stock has sustained an annual compounded growth rate of 7.63 
percent since the company listed in 1929.  

 
• On the first listing day, 1,882,240 shares were outstanding and 400 shares of 

Caterpillar stock were traded.  On December 2, 2009, 624,145,980 shares were 
outstanding and more than 7.8 million shares traded.  

 
About Caterpillar: 

For more than 80 years, Caterpillar Inc. has been making progress possible and driving 
positive and sustainable change on every continent. With 2008 sales and revenues of 
$51.324 billion, Caterpillar is the world's leading manufacturer of construction and 
mining equipment, diesel and natural gas engines and industrial gas turbines. The 
company also is a leading services provider through Caterpillar Financial Services, 
Caterpillar Remanufacturing Services, Caterpillar Logistics Services and Progress Rail 
Services. More information is available at http://www.cat.com. 
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Safe Harbor 
Certain statements in this release relate to future events and expectations and as such constitute forward-
looking statements involving known and unknown factors that may cause actual results of Caterpillar Inc. to 
be different from those expressed or implied in the forward-looking statements. In this context, words such 
as "will," "would," "expect," "anticipate," "should" or other similar words and phrases often identify forward-
looking statements made on behalf of Caterpillar.  It is important to note that actual results of the company 
may differ materially from those described or implied in such forward-looking statements based on a number 
of factors and uncertainties, including, but not limited to, (i) adverse change in general economic conditions; 
(ii) adverse change in the industries Caterpillar serves including construction, infrastructure, mining, energy, 
marine and electric power generation; (iii) Caterpillar's ability to manage material, including steel, and freight 
costs; (iv) Caterpillar's ability to generate cash from operations, secure external funding for its operations 
and manage its liquidity needs; (v) material adverse change in customers' access to liquidity and capital; (vi) 
currency exchange or interest rates changes; (vii) political stability; (viii) market acceptance of the 
company's products and services; (ix) significant changes in the competitive environment; (x) epidemic 
diseases; (xi) severe change in weather conditions negatively impacting operations; (xii) changes in law, 
regulations and tax rates; and (xiii) other general economic, business and financing conditions and factors 
described in more detail in "Item 1A – Risk Factors" in Part II of our Form 10-Q filed with the SEC on 
October 30, 2009 for the 3rd quarter of 2009.  This filing is available on our website at 
www.cat.com/sec_filings.  We do not undertake to update our forward-looking statements. 
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